Executive Summary

0.1
Introduction

Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd. (POWERGRID), the Central Transmission Utility of the country, is one of the largest electrical power transmission utilities in the world.  It constructs, owns and operates Extra High Voltage (EHV) transmission network in India and carries out real time supervision and monitoring of the grid, on round the clock basis. It is working towards achieving its mission of “Establishment and Operation of Regional and National Power Grids to facilitate transfer of power within and across the regions with reliability, security and economy, on sound commercial principles”. Acquisition of lands from people necessitated by improvements in power sector such as construction of sub- stations may result in the involuntary displacement of the people from areas where they live and work. POWERGRID in recognition of this, has incorporated the preparation of the Rehabilitation Action Plan (RAP) and its implementation an integral part of the Social Assessment process described in its Environmental and Social Policy & Procedures (ESPP). The present report deals with the baseline socio-economic condition of area and people who will be affected by land acquisition for the construction of 765 KV sub-station at Limbi-Chincholi in the Solapur district of Maharashtra State and the plan for their rehabilitation based on the outcome of social assessment carried out by an independent agency M/s Centre for Management and Social Research (CMSR), Hyderabad. 
0.2
Project Description 
For transfer of power from Krishnapatnam Ultra Mega Power Project, a power transmission “Highway” encompassing Kurnool & Raichur in Southern region and Sholapur & Pune in Western region has been planned. The power from Krishnapatnam UMPP and also from other generation projects materializing through long term open access route shall be transmitted to this transmission “Highway” through separate transmission schemes. As per load flow studies carried out for “System strengthening in Southern & Western Region for Krishnapatnam UMPP” scheme, for transfer of power to the load centres of Sothern Region for which a separate high capacity 765 kV transmission corridor from Solapur to Raichur, a major load centre in Maharashtra along with establishment of new 765 kV substation at Limbi-chincholi in Solapur district has been proposed. 
0.3
Project Area

The location for proposed Solapur sub-station is in Limbi-chincholi Grampanchayat Village, under South Solapur Taluq which falls in the Solapur District of Maharashtra State. The proposed site is situated on the Solapur - Akkalkot State Highway No. 151 and is about 22 Kms. East of Solapur city. 

Land measuring about 22.24 ha is required for setting of 765 kV sub-station. Accordingly a private land measuring 21.14 ha was selected for acquisition for proposed sub-station and remaining about 0.76 ha of land is taken from the Zilla Parishad which is government land and a small portion of about 0.36 ha belongs to Shri Revansiddheshwar Devasthan Panch a land under the trusteeship of the local community. This site was preferred to others as it was falling away from the eco-sensitive zone as more than 60% of Solapur area has been declared as sanctuary for conservation of Great Indian Bustard an endangered bird. 
0.4
Status of Land Acquisition

POWERGRID strictly follows the procedures laid down under the National Law for acquisition of private properties i.e. the Land Acquisition Act (LA Act, 1894), when land is acquired for sub-stations. The process of land acquisition for the proposed substation was started in month of September 2008. However the concerned land owners did not allow the joint measurement and insisted for enhancement of rates matching with the prevailing market rates. The POWERGRID authorities requested the District Collector to resolve the matter amicable by adopting the Consent Award method for land acquisition in month of February, 2009. As part of the process consultation meetings were held at Office of District Collector between Resident Collector & Special Land Acquisition Officer, POWERGRID & PAPs of Limbi Chincholi and a method of Consent Award was agreed between farmers and the POWERGRID and a mutually agreed rate for compensation was decided.

Subsequently Section-4 notification in April, 2009 followed by Section –6 notification on 23rd July, 2009 was issued. After publication of Section 6 notification, various meetings were held with PAPs, revenue authority and POWERGRID officials for finalization of compensation cost. The process of valuation of tree compensation and other assets compensation at reasonable price for the declaration of final award is completed and final award is issued in month of February, 2010. 

0.5
Project Impacts and Social Assessment 

A total of 41 landowners/ titleholders are getting affected due to 22.24 ha acquisition of private land in village of Limbi-Chincholi. Amongst them some of the land owners are found to be joint titleholders of the affected plots. Of the total 41 PAPs 35 of them represent 6 joint land holdings. At the time of notification 41 PAPs name was in list of titleholders. During the process of land acquisition 3 PAPs who were joint family members have died. There by reducing the land owners to 38 PAPs. Since name of their family member are already there in PAP list, so socio- economic study of 38 PAPs covered all the affected population. Shri Revansiddheshwar Devasthan Panch (trust) land is also included in survey for analysis considering as one of the PAP. The Table 0.1 below gives the summary of the impact on the affected persons. 

	Table 0.1 Land acquisition and impact on local population 

	Sl.No
	Item
	Number

	1
	Total  land acquired
	22.24 ha

	2
	Total Area of the Village 
	1078.64 ha  

	3
	Percentage of land acquired from total area
	2.06 %

	4
	Total Number of Project Affected Persons/titleholders 
	38

	5
	Number of household affected
	27

	6
	Total population affected
	161

	7
	Average household size (per HH)
	5.96

	8
	Males 
	74

	9
	Females 
	72

	10
	Children below 18 years
	50

	11
	Adults 18 years and above
	111

	12
	Children up to 5 years
	16

	13
	Women headed affected households
	4

	14
	As per the definition of “family” in ESPP considering adult married sons of affected persons as a separate family the total number of Project Affected Families (PAFs) 
	51


The total affected population is 161 and the average size of the affected households is around 5.96 persons per household. Among the affected population a majority (68.94%) of them are found to be adults who are 18 years and above. 

Religion wise 20 HH represent Hindu community, 6 HH are Muslims and 1HH is Jain. Social Group wise a majority represent the General castes and rests are other backward castes and Scheduled Castes. The education levels are moderate as majorities 25.51 percent of them have completed High School. 

Occupation wise a majority (20%) are into cultivation and a considerable number of them are informal private services such as lorry/auto drivers, workers in private business establishment etc. This shows that most of the population is also dependent on occupations other than agriculture for their livelihood.  

Income levels of the affected households shows that most of them are coming under lower income and higher income group categories of 40,000 to 60,000 rupees and above 90000 rupees per annum.  This is followed by people who are earning between 60,000 to 90,000 rupees per annum. 

0.6
POWERGRID’s Resettlement Principles & Social Policy Framework

POWERGRID has developed its corporate Environmental and Social Policy and Procedures (ESPP) to address the environment and socio-economic issues arising from its activities based on the basic principles of Avoidance, Minimization and Mitigation. It has articulated a “Social Entitlement Framework” based on National Resettlement and Rehabilitation Policy, 2007 and other progressive trends in its ESPP applicable for the project affected families.  The rehabilitation plan for the affected families has been prepared following the Social Entitlement Framework under ESPP.

0.7     Action Plan for Rehabilitation of PAPs

The overall objective of the Rehabilitation Action Plan is to ensure that the persons affected by proposed construction of the 765 kV Solapur substation will be provided with suitable entitlements and rehabilitation assistance to improve their living standards. The prime concern is to rehabilitate them to avoid/minimize hardship to PAPs and their families.
Compensation

As per the POWERGRID’s policy compensation for land, trees and other assets was calculated by the competent authorities from revenue department and awarded to the affected persons. Land acquisition for this project is undertaken through Consent Award. After due consultations and based on demands of the PAPs the negotiated land price was fixed at Rs 2.60 Lakhs per acre. It was also decided that the rate for seasonal irrigated land and perennial irrigated land will be equal to the 1.5 times and 2 times of the rate of dry land respectively. Compensation for the other assets such as trees and open well/bore well, earthen bunds is calculated and offered to the affected persons. The total compensation offered for the land and other assets for all the affected persons is Rs 1,71,78,391/-. 
Rehabilitation Assistance

In addition to the compensation, for the loss of agriculture land and assets the affected families are provided with rehabilitation assistance based on the loss/left over land described under ESPP.  The rehabilitation assistance amounts are calculated for each affected family according to their eligible category for the specified number of minimum agricultural wages under Entitlement matrix. However, in all cases where land compensation is less than RA as per ESPP it has been restricted to amount the PAPs have received as compensation. 

As per the definition of “family” in ESPP considering adult married sons of affected persons as a separate family the total number of Project Affected Families (PAFs) is 51. A total of 47 PAFs are found to be eligible for assistance. Total Four PAFs are found to be ineligible as one of PAF is son of Big Farmer and three are in Govt. service. Among 47 PAFs 11 are eligible for assistance under vulnerable group. The total rehabilitation assistance amount including assistance under vulnerable category is around Rs 16,07,424/- which is about 9.49% of the total compensation amount. 
0.8
Disclosure and Public Consultations 

The consultant Centre for Management and Social Research (CMSR), Hyderabad apart from carrying out the socio-economic survey, many small group meetings and public meetings were organized as part of the survey activity. In these consultations the local people are informed about the project and its resultant benefit along with POWERGRID’s ESPP policy and other community development programme proposed to be implemented under the project. 

0.9
Community Developmental Work

In order to develop surrounding and community resources, some Community Development Works are proposed under the project.  The listed works is proposed by the local Panchayat through passing a resolution after due consultations. The District Administration/State Government will be approached by POWERGRID for carrying out developmental work in the affected villages listed under Table 0.2. 

	Table 0.2 List of Proposed community Development Activity in Limbi-Chincholi and Rampur

	Sl. no
	Details of Proposal
	Estimated cost (Rs )

	1
	Extension of existing community hall by 9 Meters as it has become very small
	11,00,000

	2
	Construction of 40’ & 50’ sabha mantap in front of temple (under construction by trust) near present community hall with round pillars, slab, flooring and sides open.
	23,00,000

	3
	Additional Twelve computers and 4 Printers for the Shree Jagdguru Revanasidha Pathshala, Limbi Chincholi.
	5,50,000

	4
	Construction of approx. 100’x100’ size flooring in front of Idga and Magdum Allauddin Chisti.
	20,00,000

	5
	Supply of following to arrange water supply to Limbi Chincholi village: a) 15kVA DG Set b)2400’,4” PVC pipes  c) 80’, 2½” GI pipe d)7.5HP, 6 stage Kirloskar make submersible pump e) 150m cable for submersible pump f) 6m, 3½C, 16sq.mm cable to connect DG set & Switch board g) accessories like air vent valves, valves, bends etc as per requirement to complete the work. Powergrid shall make their own arrangement to take water from the overhead water tank available in front of entry gate by fixing the meter for collecting charges from gram panchayat as applicable by Govt. of Maharashtra.
	5,50,000

	6
	Construction of 3 rooms for high school in Rampur village
	15,00,000

	
	Total
	80,00,000


0.10  Budget

The total estimated cost of resettlement and rehabilitation for the project is about Rs 293.61 lakhs. Details of total funds requirements towards R&R measures as estimated are shown in the Table 0.3.

	Table 0.3  Budget for RAP implementation

	Sl. No
	Description
	Amount

(Rs in lakhs)

	1
	Socio-economic survey
	01.80

	2
	Land acquisition, Compensation for land and other assets 
	189.24

	3
	Rehabilitation Assistance
	12.67

	4
	Assistance to vulnerable group
	03.40

	5
	Other Community Development work
	80.00

	6
	RAP Monitoring 
	02.00

	7
	Evaluation & Assessment of PAFs (External Agency)
	02.00

	8
	Contingent
	02.50

	Total 
	  293.61


0.11
Institutional arrangements for Implementation of RAP

Implementation and monitoring are critical activities in a Rehabilitation operation. The implementation of RAP is to be carried out by POWERGRID for which an Environment and Social Management Team as per ESPP has been constituted at Solapur substation with CM (Solapur) as its in-charge. Other members of the Team are Chief Manager, Manager and one Engineer. The ESMT will take up the implementation of RAP along with the project implementation. The team will maintain all data bases, will closely work with PAPs, target community and community based organizations. The implementation may also be given to some local NGO/institution having experience in the area as required.
0.12 
Implementation Schedule

The implementation of RAP would be completed in approximately 18 months from the date of approval for implementation. The implementation plan of RAP having time period activity has been prepared in consultation with PAPs, consultant M/s Centre for Management and Social Research, Hyderabad and local administration. The implementation has been divided into 4 main activities which include the following:

· Mobilization and Implementation 

· Distribution of Rehabilitation Assistance 

· Implementation of other Developmental works

· Review Process

0.13
Grievance Redressal Procedures 

To address problems of PAPs during implementation of RAP the POWERGRID has set up a Grievance Redress Committee (GRC) constituted through nomination from different bodies and representatives such as local administration, PAPs, Panchayat. Table 0.4 presents a GRC constituted for Solapur comprising of following members.

	Table 0.4 Grievance Redressal Committee

	Sl. No
	Nominee’s Organization
	Name/Designation

	1
	POWERGRID representative  (Site)
	Station in-Charge, Solapur

	2
	POWERGRID representative  (RHQ)
	DGM (Environment and social Management)

	3
	Representative of local Revenue authority
	Tehsildar (South Solapur)

	4
	Representative of PAPs
	Shri. Revanasiddhe Ramachandra Mali

	5
	Representative of Grampanchayat
	Sarpanch, LimbiChincholi


0.14
Monitoring and Evaluation

The Monitoring of RAP will be undertaken by the ESMT at project site under the supervision of project in charge. In addition to this, the ESMD at the corporate office and the ESMC at the regional Headquarters will continuously monitor the activities during the implementation of the RAP. However, to ensure proper monitoring of implementation of RAP if required an independent agency either an NGO or some institution may be engaged in consultation with the funding agency i.e World Bank. Internal monitoring will be taken up by the DGM (Solapur) and in charge of R&R Cell. Details of the periodic review meetings shall be forwarded to ESMC at Regional Head Quarters. Quarterly review meetings will be organized and representative of RHQ and Corporate ESMD will also participate to assess the implementation of RAP.

After the implementation of RAP an evaluation and assessment of RAP implementation shall be undertaken by some external agency to evaluate and assess the result of RAP and other measures taken for betterment of PAPs.

PAGE  
v
[image: image1.png]E____E__ \
T



Executive Summary 


