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CP/RTI /2013/112 Date: 16™ December, 2013

Shri S. N. Banerjee
BA/ 8-B, Janakpuri
New Delhi-110058

Sub: Information under Right to information Act, 2005.
Dear Mr. Banerjee

This has reference to MoP’s letter No. 10/5(41)/2013-PG(RTI) dated 22™ October,
2013 ftransferring your RTI application dated 7" September, 2013 for providing
information under RTI Act, 2005.

The information available with POWERGRID is given below:

i &ii) The overhead transmission lines in the country are constructed as per the
relevant Indian Standards and as per the Central Electricity Authority’s
Regulations 2010 (Technical Standards for Construction of Electrical Plants
and Electric Lines). The aforesaid regulations and Bureau of Indian Standard
IS: 5613, inter alia, stipulate guidelines for selecting routing of transmission
lines. These documents can be accessed from the respective web sites.

iii) After approval of a transmission scheme by Ministry of Power under Section
68 of the Electricity Act, 2003, different routes are studied keeping in view
the length of the line, number of angle points, power line crossing, statutory
clearances from airports, reserved forests, national/ state highways, rivers
and railway crossing, villages, towns, scattered habitat, parallelism to the
existing power lines, etc.

Preliminary route selection for transmission lines is done by using tools such
as the forest atlas and Survey of India maps. During route alignment, all
possible efforts are made to avoid the forest area or to keep it to the barest
minimum. Whenever it becomes unavoidable due to the geography of terrain
or heavy cost involved in avoiding it, different alternative options are
considered to minimize the requirement of forest area. Modern tools like
GIS/GPS are used for finalization of route.

Upon detailed study, the final route of transmission line is selected based on
techno-economic, minimal infringement with the existing permanent
structures and least inconvenience to the existing habitat. Further,
POWERGRID, as a responsible corporate citizen, also follows the policy of
avoidance, minimisation & mitigation with respect to environmental and
social impact of the projects during laying of its transmission lines.




i)

vi)

Vii&x)

A ‘Public Notice' is published in local newspapers for public information
before finalization of the route. The notice indicated the names of villages
(along with Taluka and Districts) through which the line is passing. During
initial screening and walkover survey, POWERGRID’s staff meets the public
in the route of proposed line. Observation and problems arising from these
discussion are given due consideration while finalizing the route.

Head of the project is the competent authority who decides the final route and
alignment of the HT lines.

Head of the Region is the competent authority to whom a complaint can be
lodged regarding the proposed route or a request for change of route can be
made.

Transmission lines are constructed under the ambit of Electricity Act, 2003.
As regards locating tower on individual landowner, POWERGRID follows the
Section 68 of Electricity Act, 2003 read with Section 164 vide which powers
of Indian Telegraph Act 1885 part 3 Section 10 to 19 conferred to
POWERGRID vide Gazette notification dated 4™ December, 2003.

As per the provision of Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 Section 10 b),
POWERGRID is not authorized to acquire any land hence land under tower
is not acquired. However, compensation for all damages are paid to the
individual land owner as per the provision of Section-10 d) of Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885. The relevant provisions of telegraph act are as follows:

The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, Part-Ill, Section 10:
Quote:

Section 10 — The telegraph authority may, from time to time, place and
maintain a telegraph line under, over, along, or across, and posts in or upon
any immovable property, Provided that —

a) the telegraph authority shall not exercise the powers conferred by this
section except for the purposes of a telegraph established or maintained
by the [Central Government], or to be so established or maintained,

b) the [Central Government] shall not acquire any right other than that of
user only in the property under, over, along, across in or upon which the
telegraph authority places any telegraph line or post; and

c) except as hereinafter provided, the telegraph authority shall not exercise
those powers in respect of any property vested in or under the control or
management of any local authority, without the permission of that
authority; and

d) in the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the telegraph
authority shall do as little damage as possible, and, when it has
exercised those powers in respect of any property other than that
referred to in clause (c), shall pay full compensation to all persons
interested for any damage sustained by them by reason of the exercise
of those powers.

Unguote.



viil)

As per the above provisions no prior consent of private land/asset owner is
required for placing a tower. However, the licensee who are not covered
under the provision of section 164 of the Electricity Act, 2003 shall have to
take prior consent of land owner as per the rules notified by Ministry of
Power vide Gazette nofification No.G.S.R217(E) dt. 18™ April 2006 (copy of
notification enclosed).

Xi,xiv&xv) As brought out above land for tower and right of way is not acquired as

xii)

Xvi)

per the provisions of existing law (Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 Part 1l Section
10(b) prohibits acquisition of any rights other than that of use only) and
farming activities are allowed to continue after construction is over. ltis also
informed that all damages during the construction, major O&M activities are
compensated after due assessment and validation by revenue authorities as
per the provision of section 10(d) referred above.

Central Electricity Authority’s Regulations 2010 (Measures relating to Safety
and Electricity Supply) stipulates the clearances to be adopted for the
overhead transmission lines w.r.t ground, buildings etc. The document can
be accessed from their office/web site.

The relevant section of the Electricity Act, 2003 and Indian Telegraph Act,
1885 are reproduced below:

Section 68 (5 & 6):
Quote:

(5) Where any tree standing or lying near an overhead line or where any
structure or other object which has been placed or has fallen near an
overhead line subsequent to the placing of such line, interrupts or
interferes with, or is likely to interrupt or interfere with, the conveyance or
transmission of electricity or the accessibility of any works, an Executive
Magistrate or authority specified by the Appropriate Government may, on
the application of the licensee, cause the tree, structure or object to be
removed or otherwise dealt with as he or it thinks fit.

(6) When disposing of an application under sub-section (5), an Executive
Magistrate or authority specified under that sub-section shall, in the case
of any tree in existence before the placing of the overhead line, award to
the person interested in the tree such compensation as he thinks
reasonable, and such person may recover the same from the licensee.
Explanation. - For purposes of this section, the expression “tree” shall be
deemed to include any shrub, hedge, jungle growth or other plant.

Unguote.

The provision of Indian telegraph Act, 1885 Part-lll, section 10(d) dealing
with compensation is again reproduced below:

Section 10(d):

“in the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the telegraph
authority shall do as little damage as possible, and, when it has exercised



XVii)

XXi)

XXiii)

those powers in respect of any property other than that referred to in clause®
shall pay full compensation to all persons interested for any damage
sustained by them by reasons of the exercise of those powers”.

As informed above that existing provisions prohibits acquisition of any rights
other than that of use only hence no compensation towards permanent
severance is payable as per existing law except in J&K where land below
tower is to be acquired as per their rules.

The above referred acts are available in market on all law book shop as well
as on Ministry of Power and Ministry of Communication and information
Technology website respectively. The web address of which are as follows:

Ministry of power
(For Electricity Act 2003) hitp//www.powermin.nic.in

Ministry of Communication and Information Technology http//iwww.dot.gov.in
(For Indian Telegraph Act 1885)

The details of POWERGRID's transmission lines (under commercial
operation) is attached at Annex-i. However, State-wise data is not
maintained by POWERGRID.

The list of planned lines, Corridors and Schemes of POWERGRID is
attached at Annex-ll. However, State-wise data is not maintained by
POWERGRID.

Thanking You,

HadI,

Ve

IR fﬁaﬂ)
HEIEU® (F.37.) U9 F.oLg A TSR

Attach: As above
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