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Shri Raj Kumar

Room No.-605

Committee On Urban Development
Lok Sabha Secretariat

Parliament House Annexe

New Delhi-110001

Sub: Information under Right to Information Act, 2005.

Dear Mr. Kumar,

This has reference to your RTI request dated 12" March 2015 (recieved on
17" March 2015) seeking information under RTI Act, 2005.

The information sought at point No. 1,2 & 3 is attached at Annex-I.

With regard to point No. 4 i.e maximum time taken by POWERGRID to settle the
grant compensation, it may be informed that compensation cases are taken care by
Regions of POWERGRID, however time required for setteling such cases shall
depands on case to case basis. In the event any specific information is required, you
may please specify the same

Details of Appellate Authority, as per the provisions of RTI Act, 2005 is as under:

Shri B. Mishra

Executive Director (CP & IT) & Appellate Authority,

Corporate Centre ,Power Grid Corporation of India Limited,
“Saudamini”, Plot No. 2, Sector-29 Gurgaon — 122007, Haryana.

Thanking You,
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1.

ANNEX-T

RESPONSE TO QUERIES OF SH. RAJ KUMAR ON COMPENSATION.

Process followed for granting the compensation in lieu of installation of pole by
POWERGRID on any agricultural land.

The process starts with a prior notice served to the land owners informing that the proposed
transmission line is being routed through the property of the individual. The notice shall contain the
particulars of the land, ownership details and the details of the trees/crops inevitability likely to be
damaged during the course of the construction of the proposed transmission line and
acknowledgement received from land owner. A copy of said notice is further issued to the
Revenue Officer, who has been authorized by the State Govt. for the purpose of
assessment/valuation and disbursement of compensation to the affected parties.

The revenue officer shall further issue a notice of intimation to the concerned land owner and
inspect the site to verify the documents related to the proof of ownership and a detailed report is
prepared for the identified trees and crops inevitability damaged during the course of the
construction. For assessing the true value of timber yielding trees, help of forest officials is taken
and for fruit bearing trees, help of Horticulture department is taken. Once the tree/crop is removed /
damaged, POWERGRID shall issue a tree cutting/crop damaged notice to the land owner with a
copy to the Revenue Officer to process the compensation payment. Based on the above the
compensation payment is prepared for this purpose. On approval of compensation, the revenue
officer shall further intimate the amount payable to the different land owners and POWERGRID
arranges the payment by way of Demand Draft/Cheques/Money order to the affected parties. The
payment is further disbursed at the local village office after due verification of the documents in

presence of other witnesses

The Act under which, compensation is granted in lieu of installation of pole byPOWERGRID.

The provisions stipulated in section 67-68 of the Electricity Act, 2003 read with section 10 & 16 of
the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 governs the compensation as POWERGRID has been vested with
the powers of Telegraph Authority vide MOP’s Gazette Notification dated 24.12.03 under sec 164

of the Electricity Act

iii) The clause or sub- clause of the act under which compensation is granted, along with the

photocopies of the clause/ sub-clause.

The provisions in the Electricity Act, 2003 and Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 regarding compensation
for laying of transmission lines are as follows:

The Electricity Act, 2003, Part-VIil, Section 67 & 68
Section 67 (3-5):

Quote:

(3) A licensee shall, in exercise of any of the powers conferred by or under this section and the rules made
thereunder, cause as little damage, detriment and inconvenience as may be, and shall make _qu
compensation for any damage. detriment or inconvenience caused by him or by any one employed by him.



(4)

()

(5)

(6)

a)
b)

c)

d)

Where any difference or dispute [including amount of compensation under sub-section (3)] arises under
this section, the matter shall be determined by the Appropriate Commission.

The Appropriate Commission, while determining any difference or dispute arising under this section in
addition to any compensation under sub-section (3), may impose a penalty not exceeding the amount of
compensation payable under that sub-section.

Section 68 (5 & 6):

Where any tree standing or lying near an overhead line or where any structure or other object which has
been placed or has fallen near an overhead line subsequent to the placing of such line, interrupts or
interferes with, or is likely to interrupt or interfere with, the conveyance or transmission of electricity or to
interrupt or interfere with, the conveyance or transmission of electricity or the accessibility of any works, an
Executive Magistrate or authority specified by the Appropriate Government may, on the application of the
licensee, cause the tree, structure or object to be removed or otherwise dealt with as he or it thinks fit.

When disposing of an application under sub-section (5), an Executive Magistrate or authority specified
under that sub-section shall, in the case of any tree in existence before the placing of the overhead line,
award to the person interested in the tree such compensation as he thinks reasonable, and such person
may recover the same from the licensee.

Explanation. - For purposes of this section, the expression tree shall be deemed to include any shrub,
hedge, jungle growth or other plant.

Unquote.

The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, Part-lll, Section 10 :

Quote:

Section 10 — The telegraph authority may, from time to time, place and maintain a telegraph line under,
over, along, or across, and posts in or upon any immovable property, Provided that —

the telegraph authority shall not exercise the powers conferred by this section except for the purposes of a
telegraph established or maintained by the [Central Government], or to be so established or maintained;
the [Central Government] shall not acquire any right other than that of user only in the property
under, over, along, across in or upon which the telegraph authority places any telegraph line or post; and
except as hereinafter provided, the telegraph authority shall not exercise those powers in respect of any
property vested in or under the control or management of any local authority, without the permission of that
authority; and

in the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the telegraph authority shall do as little damage
as possible, and, when it has exercised those powers in respect of any property other than that
referred to in clause (c), shall pay full compensation to all persons interested for any damage
sustained by them by reason of the exercise of those powers.

Unquote.

Photocopies of the relevant clauses of above are enclosed as Annex-1.



PART - VIII
WORKS
Works of licensees
PoaEEs 4 i 6 (N A licensee may, from time to time but subject always to the
opening up of terms and conditions of his licence, within his area of supply or transmission or
streets,  railways  when permitted by the terms of his licence to lay down or place electric supply

L lines without the area of supply, without that area carry out works such as -

() to open and break up the soil and pavement of any street, railway
or tramway;

(b) to open and break up any sewer, drain or tunnel in or under any
street, railway or tramway;

(c) to alter the position of any line or works or pipes, other than a
main sewer pipe;

(d) to lay down and place electric lines, electrical plant and other
works;

(e) to repair, alter or remove the same;

(f) to do all other acts necessary for transmission or supply of
electricity.

(2) The Appropriate Government may, by rules made by it in this

behalf, specify, -

(a) the cases and circumstances in which the consent in writing of the
Appropriate Government, local authority, owner or occupier, as the case may be,
shall be required for carrying out works;

(b) the authority which may grant permission in the circumstances
where the owner or occupier objects to the carrying out of works;

(c) the nature and period of notice to be given by the licensee before
carrying out works;

(d) the procedure and manner of consideration of objections and
suggestion received in accordance with the notice referred to in clause (c);

(e) the determination and payment of compensation or rent to the
persons affected by works under this section;

() the repairs and works to be carried out when emergency exists;

(g) the right of the owner or occupier to carry out certain works
under this section and the payment of expenses therefor;

(h) the procedure for carrying out other works near sewers, pipes or
other electric lines or works;

(i) the procedure for alteration of the position of pipes, electric lines,
electrical plant, telegraph lines, sewer lines, tunnels, drains, etc.;

(4} the procedure for fencing, guarding, lighting and other safety
measures relating to works on streets, railways, tramways, sewers, drains or tunnels
and immediate reinstatement thereof;



Overhead lines.

(k) the avoidance of public nuisance, environmental damage and
unnecessary damage to the public and private property by such works;

(n the procedure for undertaking works which are not reparable by
the Appropriate Government, licensee or local authority;

(m) the manner of deposit of amount required for restoration of any
railways, tramways, waterways, etc.;

(m) the manner of restoration of property affected by such works and
maintenance thereof;

(o) the procedure for deposit of compensation payable by the
licensee and furnishing of security; and

(p) such other matters as are incidental or consequential to the
construction and maintenance of works under this section,

3 A licensee shall, in exercise of any of the powers conferred by or
under this section and the rules made thereunder, cause as little damage, detriment
and inconvenience as may be, and shall make full compensation for any damage,
detriment or inconvenience caused by him or by any one employed by him.

(4) Where any difference or dispute [including amount of
compensation under sub-section (3)] arises under this section, the matter shall be
determined by the Appropriate Commission.

(5) The Appropriate Commission, while determining any difference or
dispute arising under this section in addition to any compensation under sub-section
(3), may impose a penalty not exceeding the amount of compensation payable
under that sub-section.

Provisions relating to overhead lines
68. (n An overhead line shall, with prior approval of the Appropriate

Government, be installed or kept installed above ground in accordance with the
provisions of sub-section (2).

(2) The provisions contained in sub-section (1) shall not apply-
(a) in relation to an electric line which has a nominal voltage not

exceeding 11 kilovolts and is used or intended to be used for supplying to a single
consumer,

(b) in relation to so much of an electric line as is or will be within
premises in the occupation or control of the person responsible for its installation;
or

(c) in such other cases as may be prescribed.

(3 The Appropriate Government shall, while granting approval
under sub-section (1), impose such conditions (including conditions as to the
ownership and operation of the line) as appear to it to be necessary

(4) The Appropriate Government may vary or revoke the approval at
any time after the end of such period as may be stipulated in the approval granted
by it.

(5) Where any tree standing or lying near an overhead line or where
any structure or other object which has been placed or has fallen near an overhead
line subsequent to the placing of such line, interrupts or interferes with, or is likely
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Naotice to
telegraph
authority,

to interrupt or interfere with, the conveyance or transmission of electricity or the
accessibility of any works, an Executive Magistrate or authority specified by the
Appropriate Government may, on the application of the licensee, cause the tree,
structure or object to be removed or otherwise dealt with as he or it thinks fit.

(6) When disposing of an application under sub-section (5), an
Executive Magistrate or authority specified under that sub-section shall, in the case
of any tree in existence before the placing of the overhead line, award to the person
interested in the tree such compensation as he thinks reasonable, and such person
may recover the same from the licensee.

Explanation. - For purposes of this section, the expression “tree” shall be
deemed to include any shrub, hedge, jungle growth or other plant.

69. (1 A licensee shall, before laying down or placing, within ten meters
of any telegraph line, electric line, electrical plant or other works, not being either
service lines, or electric lines or electrical plant, for the repair, renewal or
amendment of existing works of which the character or position is not to be
altered,-

(a) submit a proposal in case of a new installation to an authority to
be designated by the Central Government and such authority shall take a decision
on the proposal within thirty days;

(b) give not less than ten days' notice in writing to the telegraph
authority in case of repair, renewal or amendment or existing works , specifying-

(i) the course of the works or alterations proposed ;

(i) the manner in which the works are to be utilised ;

(1ii) the amount and nature of the electricity to be transmitted,

(iv) the extent to, and the manner in which (if at all), earth returns are

to be used ,

and the licensee shall conform to such reasonable requirements, either general or
special, as may be laid down by the telegraph authority within that period for
preventing any telegraph line from being injuriously affected by such works or
alterations:

Provided that in case of emergency (which shall be stated by the licensee
in writing to the telegraph authority) arising from defects in any of the electric lines
or electrical plant or other works of the licensee, the licensee shall be required to
give only such notice as may be possible after the necessity for the proposed new
works or alterations has ansen.

(2) Where the works of the laying or placing of any service line is to
be executed the licensee shall, not less than forty-eight hours before commencing
the work, serve upon the telegraph authority a notice in writing of his intention to
execute such works,
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27[PART IIA]
UNIVERSAL SERVICE OBLIGATION FUND

9A. Establishment of Universal Service Obligation Fund.— (1) On
and from the commencement of the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act,
2003, there shall be deemed to have been established, for the purposes
of this Act, a fund to be called the Universal Service Obligation Fund.

(2) The Fund shall be under the control of the Central Government
and there shall be credited thereto —

(a) any sums of money paid under section 9B;

(b) any grants and loans made by the Central Government under

section 9C.

(3) The balance to the credit of the Fund shall not lapse at the end of
the financial year.

9B. Crediting of sums to Consolidated Fund of India.—The sums of
money received towards the Universal Service Obligation under section 4
shall first be credited to the Consolidated Fund of India, and the Central
Government may, if Parliament by appropriation made by law in this
behalf so provides, credit such proceeds to the Fund from time to time
for being utilised exclusively for meeting the Universal Service Obligation.

9C. Grants and loans by Central Government.— The Central
Government may, after due appropriation made by Parliament by law in
this behalf, credit by way of grants and loans such sums of money as
that Government may consider necessary in the Fund.

9D. Administration and utilisation of Fund.—(1) The Central
Government shall have the power to administer the Fund in such
manner as may be prescribed by rules made under this Act.

(2) The Fund shall be utilised exclusively for meeting the Universal
Service Obligation.

(3) The Central Government shall be responsible for the co-ordination
and ensuring timely utilisation and release of sums in accordance with
the criteria as may be prescribed by rules made under the Act.]

PART III
POWER TO PLACE TELEGRAPH LINES AND POSTS

10. Power for telegraph authority to place and maintain telegraph
lines and posts.—The telegraph authority may, from time to time, place

2 Inserted by the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003. Act No. 8 of 2004, received the assent
of the President on the 9 January, 2004, with retrospective effect from 1.4.2002.
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and maintain a telegraph line under, over, along, or across, and posts in
or upon any immovable property:

Provided that—

(a) the telegraph authority shall not exercise the powers conferred
by this section except for the purposes of a telegraph established
or maintained by the [Central Government], or to be so
established or maintained;

(b) the [Central Government] shall not acquire any right other than
that of user only in the property under, over, along, across in or
upon which the telegraph authority places any telegraph line or
post; and

(c) except as hereinafter provided, the telegraph authority shall not
exercise those powers in respect of any property vested in or
under the control or management of any local authority, without
the permission of that authority; and

(d) in the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the
telegraph authority shall do as little damage as possible, and,
when it has exercised those powers in respect of any property
other than that referred to in clause (c), shall pay full
compensation to all persons interested for any damage sustained
by them by reason of the exercise of those powers.

11. Power to enter on property in order to repair or remove
telegraph lines or posts.—The telegraph authority may, at any time, for
the purpose of examining, repairing, altering or removing any telegraph
line or post, enter on the property under, over, along, across, in or upon
which the line or post has been placed.

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO PROPERTY VESTED IN OR UNDER THE CONTROL
OR MANAGEMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES

12. Power for local authority to give permission under section 10,
clause (c), subject to conditions.—Any permission given by a local
authority under section 10, clause (c}, may be given subject to such
reasonable conditions as that authority thinks fit to impose, as to the
payment of any expenses to which the authority will necessarily be put in
consequence of the exercise of the powers conferred by that section, or as
to the time or mode of execution of any work, or as to any other thing
connected with or relative to any work undertaken by the telegraph
authority under those powers.

13. Power for local authority to require removal or alteration of
telegraph line or post.—When, under the foregoing provisions of this
Act, a telegraph line or post has been placed by the telegraph authority
under, over, along, across, in or upon any property vested in or under
the control or management of a local authority, and the local authority,
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having regard to circumstances which have arisen since the telegraph
line or post was so placed, considers it expedient that it should be
removed or that its position should be altered, the local authority may
require the telegraph authority to remove it or alter its position, as the
case may be.

14. Power to alter position of gas or water pipes or drains.—The
telegraph authority may, for the purpose of exercising the powers
conferred upon it by this Act in respect of any property vested in or
under the control or management of a local authority, alter the position
thereunder of any pipe (not being a main) for the supply of gas or water,
or of any drain (not being a main drain):

Provided that—

(a) when the telegraph authority desires to alter the position of any
such pipe or drain it shall give reasonable notice of its intention
to do so, specifying the time at which it will begin to do so, to the
local authority, and, when the pipe or drain is not under the
control of the local authority, to the person under whose control
the pipe or drain is;

(b) a local authority or person receiving notice under clause (a) may
send a person to superintend the work, and the telegraph
authority shall execute the work to the reasonable satisfaction of
the person so sent.

15. Disputes between telegraph authority and local authority.—(1)
If any dispute arises between the telegraph authority and a local
authority in consequence of the local authority refusing the permission
referred to in section 10, clause (c), or prescribing any condition under
section 12, or in consequence of the telegraph authority omitting to
comply with a requisition made under section 13, or otherwise in respect
of the exercise of the powers conferred by this Act, it shall be determined
by such officer as the [Central Government] may appoint either generally
or specially in this behalf.

(2) An appeal from the determination of the officer so appointed shall
lie to the [Central Govermnment]; and the order of the [Central
Government] shall be final.

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO OTHER PROPERTY

16. Exercise of powers conferred by section 10, and disputes as to
compensation, in case of property other than that of a local
authority.—(1) If the exercise of the powers mentioned in section 10 in
respect of property referred to in clause (d) of that section is resisted or
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obstructed, the District Magistrate may, in his discretion, order that the
telegraph authority shall be permitted to exercise them.

(2) If. after the making of an order under sub section (1), any person
resists the exercise of those powers, or, having control over the property,
does not give all facilities for this being exercised, he shall be deemed to
have committed an offence under section 188 of the Indian Penal Code
(45 of 1860).

(3) If any dispute arises concerning the sufficiency of the
compensation to be paid under section 10, clause (d), it shall, on
application for that purpose by either of the disputing parties to the
District Judge within whose jurisdiction the property is situate, be
determined by him.

(4) If any dispute arises as to the persons entitled to receive
compensation, or as to the proportions in which the persons interested
are entitled to share in it, the telegraph authority may pay into the Court
of the District Judge such amount as he deems sufficient or, where all
the disputing parties have in writing admitted the amount tendered to be
sufficient or the amount has been determined under sub-section (3), that
amount; and the District Judge, after giving notice to the parties and
hearing such of them as desire to be heard, shall determine the persons
entitled to receive the compensation or, as the case may be, the
proportions in which the persons interested are entitled to share in it.

(5) Every determination of a dispute by a District Judge under sub-
section (3) or sub-section (4) shall be final:

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall affect the right of any
person to recover by suit the whole or any part of any compensation paid
by the telegraph authority, from the person who has received the same.

17. Removal or alteration of telegraph line or post on property
other than that of a local authority.—(1) When, under the foregoing
provisions of this Act, a telegraph line or post has been placed by the
telegraph authority under, over, along, across, in or upon any property.
not being property vested in or under the control or management of a
local authority, and any person entitled to do so desires to deal with that
property in such a manner as to render it necessary or convenient that
the telegraph line or post should be removed to another part thereof or to
a higher or lower level or altered in form, he may require the telegraph
authority to remove or alter the line or post accordingly:

Provided that, if compensation has been paid under section 10, clause
(d), he shall, when making the requisition, tender to the telegraph
authority the amount requisite to defray the expense of the removal or
alteration, or half of the amount paid as compensation, whichever may
be the smaller sum.

(2) If the telegraph authority omits to comply with the requisition, the
person making it may apply to the District Magistrate within whose
jurisdiction the property is situated to order the removal or alteration.
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