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Sub.: Reply to RTI Query by Shri Ganesh Gaitonde, Maharashtra.

Information sought:

PGCIL many CSR projects which can earn carbon credits e.g. Forestry, Community
Based Projects etc. in India. | would like to know:-

1. How much Capacity is already installed, please do let me know the capacity,
technology, date of commissioning and date of purchase order?

Since the International Carbon Markets used to incentivize such projects with
Carbon Credit revenues, do let me know:-

2. How many projects of PGCIL are registered & pending to register to earn carbon
credit revenue?

3. Since San Jose Principle (Web link - rb.gy/g90pfk) disallows carbon credits (upto
31Dec.’2020) to be shifted to Paris Agreement from 1Jan.’2021 had PGCIL sold
all credits to earn revenue to boost project returns & add similar contribution to
Indian economy to earn foreign currency.

4. If you have not sold carbon credits till date after registration of projects then let
me know the reason since NTPC (PSU) had sold its carbon credits through
MPCON (PSU).

5. Since above information is not at all confidential/sensitive in nature, Indian
Citizens should know if PGCIL is ready, aware & working to earn such incentives
& foreign currency.

Reply 1- 5:

POWERGRID’'s main activity is construction and O & M of power transmission
network, where no direct Green House Gases (GHGs) emission is involved and
therefore, the scope of earning carbon credits is quite low. However, POWERGRID
had taken initiative to register two projects as Clean Development Mechanism
(CDM) to avail carbon credits under Kyoto Protocol. The first such project was cross-
country transmission project associated with Tala Hydroelectric Project in Bhutan
implemented by M/s Powerlinks Transmission Limited, a joint venture of
POWERGRID and Tata Power with an estimated GHGs emission reduction of about
3.88 million tonnes of CO, per annum through transportation of surplus electricity
from hydro-electricity dominated Bhutan grid to fossil fuel dominated electricity grid in
India. However, this project couldn’t be approved by Designated National Authorities
(DNA) under CDM on the ground that the project construction was started before cut
off year of 2000. Another important CDM project taken up in association of The
World Bank was +800 kV, 6000 MW HVDC bipole between Biswanath-Chariali-Agra



to transfer of clean and green power from far-flung areas of North-East to Northern
Region replacing the high carbon intensive thermal generation in Northern Region
and saving of around 497 Million Tons of CO2. Accordingly, a Letter of Intent (Lol)
was signed between POWERGRID and The World Bank in April 2007 for further
processing and ‘purchase of CERs/VERs. However, during the intervening period
NER grid was synchronized with NR grid and the objective of this CDM project
become unviable as the replacement of energy in single synchronized NEWNE grid
was not feasible as per CEA baseline reports. In spite of best efforts, this project too
could not be processed further on above referred technical issue.

As regard CSR projects, most of our projects are community based with major
emphasis on rural Development / infrastructural development, skill development,
health, education and environment which are not generating any CERs directly.
Hence, as on date no CSR projects have been registered / pending to register for

earning carbon credits.
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