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Reply to your above referred representation is as under;

i ¥ That Power Grid Corporation of Indig lid. is a Government of
India undertaking and g “Transmission licengee” under the Indijan
Electricity Act, 2003. POWERGRID is engaged in establishment of the
National Power Grid to facilitate transmission of electricity and

primarily cngaged in inter-State transmission power System and in this
way, it is discharging the function which is of public interest and
national importance.

T In exercise of the powers conferred under sec.164 of the
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That under provision of section 164 of the Electricizy Act, 20083,
POWERGRID has been authorized to exercise all the powers vested in
the Telegraph Authority of Part-IlI of India Telegraph Act 1885 in
respect of the electrical lines and electrical plants established or
maintained or to be so established or maintained for the transmission
of electricity, for placing and maintaining of electric lines under, over,
along or across, in or upon any immovable property for transmission
of electricity.

S. That as per specific provisions contained in The Electricity Act
2003, and the Indian Telegraph Act 1885, neither right, title,
possession nor interest of person concerned of land holder is denied
by POWERGRID nor POWERGRID is required to acquired any land of
land holder, rather right, title and interest of the land continues with
the persons concerned, who are land owners of the land in question.
POWERGRID has only user right as provided under The Indian
Telegraph Act 1885.

6. That work of 400KV D/C Biharsharif- Koderma Transmission
Line, having length of 111KMS was completed and commissioned after
due authorization by the Central Govt. as per provisions of the
Electricity Act and The Indian Telegraph Act, as stated above.

7. Recently, due to construction of NH-31 realignment of some towers
were required therefore detailed technical survey have been conducted
to minimize the damage and to utilize the existing corridor for towers
realignment. Almost all the new towers have been spotted just below
the existing corridor, however some overhead conductor may pass over
to the nearby land.

8. Under applicable laws in the state of Bihar, there is no provision for
land acquisition or payment of land compensation for construction of
transmission line, however if any damaged caused to trees/crops etc.
during construction, compensation will be paid as per the Sec 10 (d) of
the Indian Telegraph Act 1885. Further as per sec 10 (b) of the said Act
the Telegraph authority shall have right as a “user® in the property ,

“under, over, along, across, in or upon which the telegraph authority
places electric lines or posts.

9. That the Hon’ble Patna High Court had in various cases upheld the
rights of POWERGRID and of transmission licensees in laying the lines
or towers in exercise the rights conferred on them under sec10 of the
Indian Telegraph Act read with Sec.164 of the Indian Electricity Act.

10. That in case of Power Grid Corporation of India Limited v.
Century Textiles ( 2017)5SCC143, Hon’ble Supreme Court has held
that, “As per the provisions of the Telegraph Act, 1885, unobstructed
access to-lay down telegraph and/or electricity transmission lines is
an imperative in the larger public interest. Electrification of villages all
over the country and availability of telegraph lines are the most
essential requirements for growth and development of any country,
economy and the well -being/progress of the citizens. The legislature

has not permitted any kind of impediment/obstruction in\achieving
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1is objective and through the scheme of the Telegraph ACt, 1000
empowering the licensee to lay telegraph lines, applied the same. as it
is, for laying down the electricity transmission lines.”

That construction and running of transmission line
is purely technical and diversion or modification or arrangement for
convenience sake of particular person concerned, of tower line is not
feasible from proposed alignment, since alignment of transmission line
is made after detailed survey as per the topography of land with a view
to cause least damage, disturbances to the existing village/populated
area. L2t

13 That prior to approval of project, detailed survey is conducted
and after considering the most suitable route, feasibility report is
prepared and thereafter project is approved by the Government.
Transmission line cannot be erected in zigzag manner and the interest
of individuals are to give way to larger interest since national projects
usually benefit a number of states including this State of Bihar.

12, That so far safety measures are concerned, you have not to
bother about that since our each and every project is approved after
safety clearance by the concerned Central Govt. Authority and from
the day of starting of construction of transmission line by POWERGRID
we have taken care about that and in this regard your mandate or your
experience is not at all required. You must go through Electricity Safety
Rules, 2023 and section 68 of The Electricity Act, 2003 in this regard
for removal of your misconception in this regard.

13. That as per the applicable Laws to the construction work of laying
of Transmission power lines, there is no need for acquisition of the land
in which the poles/ towers of the electric lines are to be constructed as
per provision of the Indian Telegraph Act 1885 r/w section 164 of the
Electricity Act 2003. Right, title and interest of the land continues with
the persons concerned land owner.

14. That similar view was held by Hon’ble Supreme Court in the case
of Power Grid Corporation of India Limited versus The Century Textiles
and Industries Limited and Others (Reported in 2017(2) PLJR SC 152,
and other Judgments, including others reported in 2018(1) PLJR Page
139, and 2017(3) PLJR 932. You are kindly requested to go through
those Judgments for proper legal proposition and for your satisfaction,
which has already suggested you in earlier correspondences.
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