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POWERGRID POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED
(A Government of India Enterprise)
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Registered Post with Acknowledgement Due

Ref: SR-II: RTI:F-1284:21-22 (Attur) / 2949 6 Date: 9" November, 2021

Shri S.Sathish, Advocate,

Old No.145, New No.301, 1st Floor,
“Baratha Enclave”,

Thambu Chetti Street,

Chennai 600 001.

Sir,

Sub: Information sought under RTI Act, 2005 — reg.

This has reference to your online application Ref.No.PGCIL/R/E/21/00430  dated
10/10/2021 under RTI Act, 2005. The information sought in the application is enclosed as
Annexure-A.

As per section 19 of the Right to Information Act 2005, if required, you may file an appeal
to the First Appellate Authority of the organisation within 30 days of the issue of this order. The

address of the First Appellate Authority is given below:

Shri S.Ravi,

Executive Director (SRTS-II)

Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd.,
Singanayakanahalli,

Yelahanka Hobli,

Bangalore 560 064.

e-mail : sr2edo@powergrid.co.in
Tel.No.: 080-23093701

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

| SN

Sy
(K.V.SATYANARAYANA)
General Manager & CPIO
e-mail id: sr2¢pio@powergrid.co.in
Tel.No.: 080-23093711

Encl.: As above

Copy to: ED(SRTS-II), Appellate Authority, POWERGRID, SRTS-II, Bangalore - for kind information

ST Fratey - i, e 7 2, Yaee—29, TEAH-122001, (BRaToM), SR 0124-2571700-719
Corporate Office : “Saudamini” Plot No .2, Sector-29, Gurugram-122001 (Haryana) Tel : 0124-2571700-719
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Website : www.powergridindia.com
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Annexure-A

S1.No. Query Reply
01 Furnish the copy of the letter bearing Ref Copy of the letter is Enclosed. (A1)
No.SR-II/ATR/400 KV/PT-TL/TLC/2020/
838 Dated 07.12.2020 sent to the District
Forest Officer, Villupuram by the
Manager,Power Grid Corporation Ltd., Attur
TLC office at Narasingapuram,Attur-636
108
02 Furnish the copy of the Notice bearing No. . .
1201 giving details. of trees in e land SF Copy of the Notice no.1201 is Enclosed. (A2)
No. 126/5A,5B,6A,6B,7,8,9 of
Sh.Jayakumar S/o Kalitheerthan as
mentioned in the letter Ref No. SR-
II/ATR/400 KV/PT-TL/TLC/2020/838
Dated 07.12.2020 sent to the District Forest
Officer,Villupuram by the Manager,Power
Grid Corporation Ltd., Attur TLC office at
Narasingapuram,Attur-636108.
03 Furnish the copy of the letter bearing Ref Copy of the letter dated.15.03.2021 is enclosed.
No. SR-I/KRR/TLC/PT/2020-21/939 Dated | (A3)
15.03.2021 sent to the District Forest
Officer, Villupuram by the Senior DGM,
Power Grid Corporation Ltd., Attur TLC
office at Narsingapuram, Attur-636108
04 Furnish the Details of Tower No. T 144/4 — | A) Height of the Towers
Tower No. T 144A/0, Tower No. T 144/5 as
mentioned below: 1. T144/4-55.442mtr.
A) Total Height of the towers, 2. T144/5- 62.942mtr
3. T144A/0-55.893mtr
B) Distance Between (Span) above - B) Distance between span
mentioned towers, 1. T144/4-T144/5- 177Mtr
2. T144/5-T144A/0- 174 Mtr
C) Ground (vertical Clearance) between | C) Ground vertical clearance
the conductors 1,2,3 and the ground, | 1. T144/4-T144/5-28.5Mtr
2. T144/5-T144A/0- 29.0Mtr
D) Minimum electrical clearance Electrical clearance (Vertical clearance) from the
(Horizontal) between the lowest Ground level to the lowest conductor as per the
conductor with maximum Sag Central Electricity Authority (Measures relating
(swing due to wind, temperature, Safety and Electric Supply) Regulations, 2010 is
etc.,) and nearby objects like trees 8.84metres and as per Ministry of Environmental
outside the right of way. and Forest Guidelines Ref No. 7-25/2012-FC
dated 05.05.2014 the clearance required from the
trees 1s only 5.5metres.
In the instant case since the Transmission Lines
are going over & above the trees at a height of
17.5metres, the question of Horizontal clearance
does not arise.
05 furnish the copy of the guidelines issued by | Copy of the MOEF guidelines dated.05.05.2014

the ministry of environmental and forest
guidelines ref no. 7-25/2012-FC Dated

05.05.2014

is enclosed. (A4)
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POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED

(A Government of india Enterprise)

Ref: SR-II/ATR/400KV/PT-TL/TLC/2020/ § 25 Date:07.12.2020
- To

The District Forest Officer,
Villupuram.

Dear Sir,

~ Sub:  Construction of 400 kV (Quad) D/C Transmission Line from Pugalur HYDC Station
to Thiruvalam SS- Request for Assessment of trees under forest category in the
ROW of the line-Reg.

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited, is a “Maharatna” central Public Sector Enterprise
and central Transmission Utility (CTU) of India undertakes transmission of electricity
through Inter-State Transmission System. Presently, constructing 400 kV (Quad) D/C
Transmission Line from Pugalur HVDC Station at Nochipalayam (MNear Dharapuram) to
Thiruvalam SS connecting the Central Tamil Nadu with Northern Grid through this high-
capacity power corridor.

The subject line is passing through villages of Chinnasalem, Kallakurichi and Sankarapuram
- Taluks of Kallakurichi Dist. As per Indian Electricity Act 2003 high growth trees standing in
~ the electrical corridor are to be removed to maintain statutory safety clearance and
~ cempensation amount shall be disbursed to the land owner through on line as per the
~assessment of Agri/Horti/Forest department and the trees cut shall be handed over to
~concerned land owner.

There are trees of forest nature in S.F.No. 126/5A, 5B, 6A,6B,7,8,9 of Sh.Jayakumar S/o
Kalitheerthan as detailed below :

- SL. | Notic S.F.No. | Name of the . Name of trees ~ Noof Remarks

MNo jeno landowner | - . trees

sh. jagfaﬁumar Australian ,
o Teak,Rosewood, Mahogany, | . List of
. C 01 | 1201 126/5A,58,6 f»(ahtheg‘than, Malaivembu, Teak, . 75  trees
A,6B,7,8,9 | Sadaiyampattu . s

) ... | Mahilambu, Kumili Teak, enclosed

vi, Kallakurichi ! ) 1
Tk Nona, Pathimugam,Neem

Hence, it is requested your good self to inspect the trees and provide the assessment
report and permission may be given to cut the rosewood trees to maintain the statutory
clearance required as per the Electricity Act,2003.

Thanking you,

For and on behalf of POWFRGRID
(Pancheti Angnd), 4
[ AR 4 1

Manager//Attur TLC
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POWER GRID CORPORATION O INDHA LIMITED

400KV DJC PUGALUR-THIRUVALAM TRAMSMISSION LINE
TREEASSESSENT PROPOSAL- 03
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POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED g%

(A Government of India Enterprise) = ==
400 KV Substation, K. Paramathy Post, Coimbatore Main Road, Karur - 639 111, i~

NOTICE UNDER THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2003 READ WITH THE INDIAN
TELEGRAPH ACT, 1885

Notice Nal: , 0i
Book No.: 9:9;{ Date : Q?:;) ‘;:/Tu A

Name of the Line/Section :  Pugalur HVDC Station - Thiruvalam 400 kv (QUAD) D/C Line
Sec.- 68 Approval Ref.  : 52/11( PDCIL ) 2015 - PSP & PA Date 29. 08. 2015

................................................

MODHE NO. e aron

In accordance to section-164 of The Electricity Act, 2003, Ministry of Power, Govt. of India has conferred the powers of
Telegraph Authority under Part-lll of The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 to Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd.
{(POWER GRID) vide Notification No. 8.0. 1463 (E) published in the Extraordinary Official Gazette of India 24.12.2003.
In exercise of such powers, notice is hereby given that the above mentioned line shall pass through your property/properties
as detailed below. while all possible care will be taken to minimize the damage to standing crop and trees in the Right of way
{Row), certain minimum unavoidable damages/felling of trees in Row may take place during construction of said fine.
All crp damagesitree felling shall be compensated as per the assessment of Revenue authority or any other competent authority
as may be declared by State Government/ District administration,

jﬂﬁ adeamae ;;;f 0 kah’}r}n«f evthasd. *

Property Details :

Name of the Beneficiary

{Owner/Tenant/Sharecropper)
Father's/Husband's Narne

Survey! Plot/ Khasra No. | }L}Sﬁ !,gi?{ 64 , 6, 3}*’3 & 'S ?DG\/“HG CL -
Crop Details :

L.st. Location / MName of the Crop | Affected Crop Area Activity Remarks
3. Section {sg.m.)* Fdn./Erec./Strg./Other :
- s ‘ M
Tree Details ;
s1.] Location/ | Name of the | Approx. | Girth (1 mabove| Height | Nos* | _Activity Remarks
Mo, Section Tree Species | Age(Yr})| groundlevel) [{in meter) Fdn./Erec./
. . Strg./Other
1 f&‘*‘d@*—-“" M ‘}{@% o Teak | — & hoi f ety — o6\ hirs
2| juualo Kumilt | Tealt | — 20 hel / Neng, — n3-Hed
3. ; Mahagah — 215 hell f pedhmugem —[eA hos
4. meddiviombe |— 139 not | [ J il
5 Brfetookd — s hot |
Teake \ - Sdiw)é‘}*"ln cage more troes, table with such details may be annexed.
A O - Zohil
Acknowled menta}\/ S 18 9 vl ‘ — I A For Power Grid Corporation of India Lid.
v ug ok lambu ~ 2 e MUJ:‘L/

At mf’%ww P Splase
{Signature"with Name N {Signature of Issuing Official) {Chuntersignad by Executive)
Owner/Beneficiary/Reprasantatives Name/Seal Name/Seal

\’ﬁ\"w W\N\@%w L.

Copy to: Local/Concetned Revenue Official

* Based on preliminary assessment. However, compensation shall be paid as per actual crop damaged/ no. of tree felled.
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POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED

{A Government of India Enterprise)
Date: 15.03.2021

Ref: SR-I/KRR/TLC/PT /2020-21) 4354

To '
The District Forest Officer,
Villupuram Forest Division

Villupuram.

Respected Sir,

Sub.: Construetion of 400 kY D/C Pugalur HVDC-Thiruvalam transmission Hue, Pkg TW.04-
Forest trees assessment in 5. F.NOA26/5A5B0A6B,7.8.9 betwveen tower No. T144/4 -
T144A/8 in Sadaivampattu village-reg
1) Our letter reft SRAVATRAGOK VP T-TL/TLO2020/838 dated 07.12.2020
2} Your letter to DC/KKI reft CNo.8S0R/2020/L2, Dated. 22.12.2020
3y Letter from DC/KKT reft Na Ka A6/986972020 dated 22.12.2020
4y Your Letter reft C.No.RSO8/ 2020412, Dated 16.02.2021
L. As you may be aware “Power Grid Corporation of India Lid,  (hereinalter referred o as

"POWLERGRIDT) is a ~Govt. of India Enterprise”™ & “The Central Transmission Utility. under
“Ministry of Power™ Itis a Corporation ol National Importance incorporated as

the aegis of the
aGovernment Company™. underthe provisions ol the Companies Act, 1956, and is established

with a view to develop an efficient Power Transmission System Network and is responsible for
planning and coordination of inter-state transmission system and also responsible for
establishment and operation of the Regional and National Power Grids, to facilitate transter of
power within and across the regions and is a Deemed Transmission Licensee in the capacity of
“Central Transmission Utility ™ as envisaged under sections 38 & 40 of The Electricity Act. 2003
as notified. vide Notification dated 27" November 2003, published vide Gazette of india

N 1084 dated 4% December 2003,

POWLRGRID has been entrusted with the task of construction /execution of solloviing

ot

scheme/s-
(1) Raigarh - Pugalur 6000 MW £ 800KV High Voltage Direet Current (HVDC) system,

(1) Associated 3 no 400 KV High Voltage Alternating Current (HYAC) sy stent strengthening

at Pugalur end. and

(1D Pugalur-Trichur 2000 MW VSC based High Voltage Direct Carrent ¢HTVDC) system-
under prior approval of Ministry of Power, Central Electricity Authority -Government of India
under Ref No. 32/ HPGCIL)/2015-PSP&EPA-TI251-252 dated 24/29.09.2015 (and subsequent
amendment dated 18.02.2016) as per Section 68(1) of the Electricity Act. 2003,

3. This is in reference to our letter cited o rel shao.1, requested for assessment of valuation of

forest trees in SN0 I26/5AS5B. 6A6B.78.9 Patta36 owned by Sh. Javakumar S/o
Kalitheerthan in Sadaiyampattu village, Kallakurichi Tk & District falls in 400 KV D/C Pugalur

HVDC-Thiruvalam Transmission line under Scheme #11
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4. The valuation ol trees in S.F.No. 126/5A5B.0A6B.7.8.9 in Sadaiyampattu village received vide

your letter referred at rel (2) from vour good office & further letter referred at ref (4):

As per DFO. Villupuram letter dated.22.12.2020 addressed to District Collector. Kallakurichi,
the valuation for the standing forest trees has been caleulated considering the quantity in
volume at harvestable age (After 40-43years) from present condition and prevailing market rate
for the projected vield estimation. L is mentioned that the valuation is arrived/prepered based
on the data available in the vield table prepaved by Forest College and Research Institute,
Mettupalavam during the year 2019-20. Moreover, the data adopted for not approved by
the Tamilnadu forest department,

POWERGRID is paving compensation fowards damages of standing tree/crop during
exeeution  of work as  per the assessment of concerned authorities  of
Agriculture/Horticulture/Forest Department. The subjeet transmission line projects are
under execution in line with the approval of MoP Government of India.

The practice in vogue is the trees standing in the electrical corridor is required o remove
as per CEA safety guidelines for which the compensation amount shall be paid as per the
assessment of concerned Agriculture/Horticulture/Forest Department after verifying
ownership detail from revenuc authorities. Further, it is mentioned that the cut trees shall
be handed over to land owners only.

It is submitted that tree valuation for the standing trees under forest category has been prepared
based on the present girth and nowhere the valuation prepared/arrived based on the future
(harvestable age) growth. Valuation of tees under forest category obtained from the forest
department and from District collectors of Tirupur, Vellore. Salem. Trichy. Tiruvannamalai
ete. are based on the present stage of standing trees only. Copy is enclosed for your kind
perusal as annexure -1

It is mentioned here that the valuation of trees under forest category received from your good
office in the preceding and succeeding sections of T144/4-T144A/0 in Ka'lakurichi District is
based on the present stage of trees only, whereas this particular case. valuation of trees is
estimated based on futuristic (harvestable) stage. The copy is enclosed for kind perusal
anpexure -2 :

The subject valuation method will have vast impact on the ongoing construction works of
POWERGRID as well as TANTRASCO in various districts of Tamilnadu. also invite new right
of way issues and it may st a wrong precedent. which may hamper not only current project but
completed projects also, And it will lead to severe Right of Way issues from the fandowners
who have already rveceived the compensation pay ments from POWERGRID/TANTRANSCO
based on the assessment reports provided so far for completed works.
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6. 1t is humbly submitted that the project is at the verge of completion and adeguate men and
machineries are deployed with the target completion schedule off Mar'2021 with the Kind
support of State/District administration. And the progress of the project is being reviewed
regularly by Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu.

7. Further. it is submitted that POWERGRID is constructing and operating transmission lines at
various Yoltages viz. 220kV. 320 kV HVDC. 400k V. 300kV HVDC. 763kV. 800 kV AC. £800
KV HVDC in Tamilnadu State. Nowhere forest department had furnished predicted / harvested
valuation for forest trees. The present status of trees is being considered for evaluating
compensation amount for the standing trees.

8. Hence the estimate of 4.18Crove for the 756nes (less girth) of trees (Teak. Rosewood.
Mahogany, Vengai & other trees) was not approved by the competent authority of our

Organization stating reasons that the assessment of value of standing forest trees is to be done
as per existing practice in all other Districts. Copy of the assessment orders attached herewith
for your kind perusal as annexure - |

9. This 400KV D/C Pugalur HYDC- Thiruvalant line is very important as 2000MW power
would be evacuated from HVDC Station in Tirapur District to cater to Nor thu n Districts of
Tamilnadu viz Chennai. Kanchipuram, Tiruvallur and Chengalpattu for the development of
Industries and Society

10. Hence. we request you to kindly revised the valuation of Forest trees standing in S.F.No.126/3A,
5B. 6A.6B.7.8.9 of Sh. Javakumar, Sadaiyampatiu village. Kallakurichi Taluk & Dist. and
provide valuation assessment as per the methodology being adopted in other Districis of ¢

ate
of Tamilnadu. On receipt of revised valuation assessment, the same amount will be disbursed
to the landowner after cutting the trees without any delay and the stringing work will be
completed smoothly to Energize Subject Transmission Line as per scheduled target.

Thanks & Regards.

Yours Faithfully.
For POWERGRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.,

’ e
/T (R GUNASEKRAN)

éj Sentor DGM

var ey f on }W r

Copy To:

1y Conservator of Forest. Villupuram- For information please.
2) PCCF, Panagal building. Saidapet. Chennai-For kind information please.
3) District Collector, Kallakurichi- For Kind information pleasc.
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F. No. 7-25/ 2012-EC
Government of India
Ministry of Environmerit and Forests
(¥FC Division)
Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110 510
Dated: 5t May, 2014
To

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
All State / Union Territory Governments

Sub:  Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980- Guidelines for laying transmission lines through forest

areas - reg.

Sir,

i

[ am directed to say that the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in their Order dated 7%
March 2012 in the Appeal No. 10 of 2012 in the matter of Janajagarithi Samiti (Regd.} versus
Union of India and Others directed this Ministry o take steps and notify the detailed fresh
guidelines for laying transmission lines through forest area, incorporating necessary changes

to mitigate the difficulties which arise during granting forest clearance.

Accordingly, this Ministry in consultation with the Central’ Llectricity Authority
formulated revised guidelines for laying transmission lines through foresl arcas. A copy of
the same is enclosed.

Yours faithfully,
LA

T e
"

Encl.: As above. ~ Pk b
~“\‘?/0§’\“”5} i
(11.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy along with a copy of the said guidelines to:-
1. Prime Minister's Office (Kind attiu.: Shri Santosh D. Vaidya, Director).
© Secretary, Ministry of Power, Government of ndia, Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi,
3. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all State/ UT Governments.
4, Nodal Officer, the Forest {Conservation) Act, 1980, all State/ UT Governments.

5. All Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF), Government ol India
(Gol).

6. Joint Secretary in-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MokF, Gol

All Assistant Inspector General of Forests/ Director in the Forest Conservation
Division, MoEF, Gol.

A
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11.
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13.

14.

Director R.O. (FIQ), MoEFE, Gol.

Sr. Director (Technical), National Informatics Centre (NIC), MoEF with a request to
place a copy of the letter on website of this Ministry.

Sr. PPS to the Secretary, Environment and Forests.

Sr. PPS to the Director General of Forests & Special Secretary, MoEL.

Sr, PPS to the Addl Director General of Forests (Forest Conservation), MoEF. e
P /;:/
PS to the Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation), Mok, e
Pa— /": e
Guard File, N
3

" (H.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests



GUIDELINES FOR LAYING TRANSMISSION LINES THROUGH FOREST

AREAS

i~

(i1)

4. (1)

Where routing of transmission lines through the forest areas cannot be avoided,
these should be aligned in such a way that it involves the least amount of tree

cutting

As far as possible, the route alignment throu gh forest arcas should not have any

line deviation.

The width of right of way for the transmission lines on forest land shall be as

follows:

Transmission Voltage

Width of Right of Way
(Meter)

11KV 7
) 33 KV 1B
66 KV 18
] 110 KV 22
132 kv 27
220 kV 35
400KV S/C 16 B
H00KV D/C Cus o
T /o500 kY HVDC 50 B
765 KV S/C (with delta I
configuration)
765 KV D/C P B
/- 800 kV HVDC &
1200 kV 89

In forest areas, only vertical delta configuration of 400 kV S/C and delta

configuration of 765 kV &/C shall be permitted.

Below each conductor or conducter bundle, following

permitted for stringing purpose:

width clearance would be

Transmission line with
conductor bundle

each conductor or
' conductor bundle
¢ {meter)

Width clearance below |

Upto 400KV twin bundle
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(i1)

{iii)

(iv)

)

(vi)

300 KV triple bundle S -
400 i\*\j /=500 KV FVDC - 5 - e rnemi i

/765 KV Quadruple bundle

T+ /800 kV HVDC / 765 kV 10

| hexagonal bundle
!

The trees on such strips would have to be felled but after stringing work is

completed, natural regeneration will be allowed t come up. Pelling/
pollarding/ pruning of trees will be done with the permission of the local forest
officer wherever necessary to maintain the electrical clearance. One outer strip
shall be left clear to permit maintenance of the transmission line.

During construction of transmission line, pollarding/ pruning of trees located
outside the above width of the strips, whose branches/ paris infringe with
conductor stringing, shall be permitted to the exient necessary, as may be

decided by local forest officer.

Pruning of trees for taking construction/ stringing equipments through existing
approach/access routes in forest areas shall also be permitted to the extent
necessary, as may be decided by local forest officer. Construction of new
approach/access route will however, require prior approval under the Act..

In the remaining width of right of way trecs will be felled or lopped to the extent

required, for preventing electrical hazards by maintaining the following:

Trangmis‘s‘éﬂn | Minimum clearancé l;etwe;;u
Voltage conductor and trees (Meters)
- S
T v S
. 66 KV | 51
10KV - 37 -
132 KV ” 40 -
220 KV " 46
400 KV 55 -
4 /- 500 kV HVDC 7.4
765 kV r 9.0
T swvHVDC | 106 o
* 1200y | o

I'he maximum sag and swing of the conductors are to be kept i view while

o
,.n/'”";
o
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{vii)

(viii)

(ix)

o

working out the minimum clearance mentioned as above.

To avoid any hazard, felling/cutting/ pruning of those trees which because of

their height /location may fall on conductors shall also be permitted, as may be
decided by local forest office.

In the case of transmission lines to be constructed in hilly areas, where adequate
clearance is already available, trees will not be cut except those minimun
required to be cut for stringing of conductors.

In case of transmission lines passing through National Parks, Wildlife
Sanctuaries and ‘v’\ﬂdhf@ Corridors, insulated conductors shall only be used to
prevent electrocution of animals.

Where the forest growth consists of coconut groves or similar tall trees, widths
of right of way greater than those indicated at Sl No.3 may be permitted in
consultation with CEA.

H o W

s
@
<



