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27[PART IIA]
UNIVERSAL SERVICE OBLIGATION FUND

0A. Establishment of Universal Service Obligation Fund.— (1) On
and from the commencement of the Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act,
2003, there shall be deemed to have been established, for the purposes
of this Act, a fund to be called the Universal Service Obligation Fund.

(2) The Fund shall be under the control of the Central Government
and there shall be credited thereto —

(a) any sums of money paid under section 9B;

(b) any grants and loans made by the Central Government under

section 9C.

(3) The balance to the credit of the Fund shall not lapse at the end of
the financial year.

OB. Crediting of sums to Consolidated Fund of India.—The sums of
money received towards the Universal Service Obligation under section 4
shall first be credited to the Consolidated Fund of India, and the Central
Government may, if Parliament by appropriation made by law in this
behalf so provides, credit such proceeds to the Fund from time to time
for being utilised exclusively for meeting the Universal Service Obligation.

9C. Grants and loans by Central Government.— The Central
Government may, after due appropriation made by Parliament by law in
this behalf, credit by way of grants and loans such sums of money as
that Government may consider necessary in the Fund.

oD. Administration and utilisation of Fand.—(1) The Central
Government shall have the power to administer the Fund in such
manner as may be prescribed by rules made under this Act.

(2) The Fund shall be utilised exclusively for meeting the Universal
Service Obligation.

(3) The Central Government shall be responsible for the co-ordination
and ensuring timely utilisation and release of sums in accordance with
the criteria as may be prescribed by rules made under the Act.]

PART III
POWER TO PLACE TELEGRAPH LINES AND POSTS

10. Power for telegraph authority to place and maintain telegraph
lines and posts.—The telegraph authority may, from time to time, place

M Inserted by the Indian Telegraph {Amendment) Act, 2003. Act No, 8 of 2004, received the assent
of the President on the 9 January, 2004, with retrospective effect from 1.4.2002,
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and maintain a telegraph line under, over, along, or across, and posts in
or upon any immovable property:

Provided that—

(a) the telegraph authority shall not exercise the powers conferred
by this section except for the purposes of a telegraph established
or maintained by the [Central Government], or to be so
established or maintained;

(b) the [Central Government] shall not acquire any right other than
that of user only in the property under, over, along, across in or
upon which the telegraph authority places any telegraph line or
post; and

(¢) except as hereinafter provided, the telegraph authority shall not
exercise those powers in respect of any property vested in or
under the control or management of any local authority, without
the permission of that authority; and

(d) in the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the
telegraph authority shall do as little damage as possible, and,
when it has exercised those powers in respect of any property
other than that referred to in clause (¢), shall pay full
compensation to all persons interested for any damage sustained
by them by reason of the exercise of those powers.

11. Power to enter on property in order to repair or remove
telegraph lines or posts.—The telegraph authority may, at any time, for
the purpose of examining, repairing, altering or removing any telegraph
line or post, enter on the property under, over, along, across, in or upon
which the line or post has been placed.

PROVISIONS APPLICAELE TO PROPERTY VESTED IN OR UNDER THE CONTROL
OR MANAGEMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES

12. Power for local authority to give permission under section 10,
clause (c), subject to conditions.—Any permission given by a local
authority under section 10, clause (c), may be given subject to such
reasonable conditions as that authority thinks fit to impose, as to the
payment of any expenses to which the authority will necessarily be put in
consequence of the exercise of the powers conferred by that section, or as
to the time or mode of execution of any worlk, or as to any other thing
connected with or relative to any work undertaken by the telegraph
authority under those powers.

13. Power for local authority to require removal or alteration of
telegraph line or post.—When, under the foregoing provisions of this
Act, a telegraph line or post has been placed by the telegraph authority
under, over, along, across, in or upon any property vested in or under
the control or management of a local authority, and the local authority,

43



